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FOXHOLE FOR COs 


Rarely are conscientious objectors forced to plan 
in terms of a war. Even then, they seldom must put 
these plans into action. Several COs doing alterna- 
tive service were recently caught in a civil war in 
far-off Indonesia. To them, “political unrest” was 
more than a mere phrase, and revolution was an 
actuality. 


From the Information Service of the Mennonite 
Central Committee we have the account of the or- 
deal. Involved in the incident were the members 
of the MCC unit in the town of Tobelo, on the island 
of Halmahera, one of the outer islands of Indonesia. 
Tobelo is the center for both a medical and an agri- 

ltural project. Personnel on these projects are: 
Dr. Glen Hoffman (Maytown, Pa.), Anne Warkentin 
(Superb, Sask.), Mr. and Mrs. Chris Yoder (War- 
wick, Va.), Maurice Hertzler (Mechanicsburg, Pa. ), 
and Ed Weber (Kitchener, Ont.). Hertzler is pres- 
ently serving as a I-W. Both Hoffman and Yoder 
have completed their alternative service. 


MCC workers had felt no cause for alarm, al- 
though they had noted disrupted shipping, scarcity 
of certain commodities, and a certain amount of 
political unrest. Chief cause of the unrest were 
grievances against the Central Government concern- 
ing foreign trade regulations. This finally led to an 
attempt by rebelling outer island governments to 
set up a “New Indonesia,” and it was in this ma- 
neuver that the MCC unit became directly involved. 


Turmoil set in on the last day of April. Dr. Hoff- 
man and Maurice Hertzler had left on a medical 
tour a week earlier, and Tobelo was temporarily 
without a doctor. Suddenly news of approaching 
rebel forces reached the town and panic broke out 
among the people. At the unit hospital it was prac- 
tically impossible to further examine the patients. 
Over half of them left without any treatment, and 


the others tried to get quick attention before going 
home. Even some of the employees left for their 
homes. Anne Warkentin, registered nurse on duty 
at the time reported after leaving the hospital: “I 
got my first real look around at what was going on. 
People were using oxcarts to move their things; 
others were carrying bundles on their heads; still 


(Continued on Page 3) 


IFOR Secretary Visits NSBRO 


In a brief meeting with the NSBRO staff Dr. 
Hildegard Goss-Mayr shared some of the chief con- 
cerns of the FOR in Europe today. Dr. Goss-Mayr 
is a Travelling Secretary for the International Fel- 
lowship of Reconciliation, and is spending 10 weeks 
in the United States in the interest of the organiza- 
tion. 


Dr. Goss-Mayr expressed deep concern that proper 
representations of the pacifist position be made 
among the youth of Eastern as well as Western 
Europe. Austria, as a neutral nation, can be stra- 
tegic in a role of this sort. The World Youth Festival 
will convene in Vienna, in the summer of 1959, 
with an opportunity for many youth of communist 
persuasion to view for the first time Western culture, 
Western life, and Western Christian faith. The 
IFOR and Dr. Goss-Mayr are concerned. Among 
other foreign visits for the Fellowship, were recent 
trips to Hungary, Poland, and Russia. 


Mrs. Goss-Mayr heads the Reconciliation Center 
in Vienna, Austria. The Center provides the stage 
for many formal and informal discussions. The 
FOR also acts in an advisory capacity to Austrian 
conscientious objectors, many of whom are Roman 
Catholics. Kaspar Mayr, father of Dr. Goss-Mayr, 
served for many years as the secretary of FOR in 
Austria. As Catholic pacifists, they have had much 
contact with members of the Historic Peace Churches 
in Europe and are well known in “peace” circles. 
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Former Board Chairman Recovering 
in Sweden 


Dr. M. R. Zigler, first Chairman of the Board of 
Directors of NSBRO, and instrumental in its found- 
ing, was seriously injured in an automobile collision 
in mid-August near Vastervik, Sweden. Mrs. Amy 
Zigler lost her life in this tragic accident, as did the 
two occupants of the other vehicle. In recent years 
Dr. Zigler-had been Director of the European Pro- 
gram of the Brethren Service Commission, and a 
member of the Central Committee of the World 
Council of Churches. In retiring from the BSC 
post, the Ziglers had planned to return to the United 
States this month. 

A report of October 7th from Europe stated that 
Zigler was able tc sit up, following an operation and 
physical therapy to correct injury to his legs. At 
least two weeks of sitting, two weeks of chair walking 
and one week on crutches are expected before doctors 
will consider his release. Any messages can be di- 
rected to Dr. Zigler at the hospital in Vastervik. 
Sweden. 


Robert B. Myers: 
NSBRO Attorney Advisor 


Recent Court Case 


MANKE vy. U. S., decided September 24, 1958. 
The Fourth Circuit Court of Appeals saw fit to order 
Herbert William Manke acquitted for his failure to 
report for induction. 


In reversing the decision of Federal Judge Watkins 
in Baltimore, the Appeal Court reaffirmed numerous 
Court rulings on the following points: (1) The 
registrant cannot compel the government to produce 
the FBI report at the trial; (2) participation in ROTC 
at college, and working in a defense plant constitute 
evidence adverse to the I-O claim; and (3) an appeal 
from a denial of ministerial classification does not 
constitute a waiver or withdrawal of a conscientious 
objector claim. 


However, the Court of Appeals ordered Manke 
acquitted on two grounds: (1) There was a “lack of 


fairness” in the recommendation of the Department 
of Justice. The Court found as a fact that there was 
nothing in the resume of the FBI report to support 
the Justice Department's statement of the appeal 
board that “the resume also shows that opinion was 
divided as to the sincerity of registrant’s consci- 
entious objection.” (2) That while Manke had taken 
ROTC and worked in a defense plant, nonetheless 
the local board and appeal board had on eight occa- 
sions, with knowledge of these facts, classified 
Manke I-O before finally changing it to I-A, and 
therefore the only “new ground” for changing to I-A 
must have been the erroneous report of the Justice 
Department. 


It is interesting to note that the Court almost, but 
not quite, held that a local board cannot change a 
classification unless there is new evidence to support 
the change. 


News Briefs 


Richard G. Keene, was sentenced to 15 months’ 
imprisonment by U. S. District Court in Denver, 
Colorado, where he lives. He has been released 
on $2000 bond and plans to appeal his case. Keene, 
married and the father of one, refused Army induc- 
tion on grounds of religious belief. He was em- 
ployed by the U. S. Government as a map maker. 

* * * 

Buffalo Bill Hawkins, a conscientious objector 
assigned to the civilian work program on November 
19, 1956, has received an early release to enter the 
full-time ministry at Enid, Oklahoma. He was first 
assigned to the Kansas State Board of Health in 
Topeka, and later transferred to the Church of God 
Publishing House at Stanberry, Missouri. Elder 
Hawkins is a member of the Church of God (Seventh 
Day ), with world headquarters at Jerusalem, Israel. 

* * * 

Larry Lane, a I-O registrant from Texas, and a 
member of the Society of Friends, has recently been 
assigned by his local board to work in the Foreign 
Service Division of the State Department. This 
assignment is quite significant as this is the first 
reported instance of a I-W person being assigned 
to this agency. 
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Tito v. The Nazarenes 


Grirn facts about CO treatment in Yugoslavia were 
revealed in a report by Arlo Tatum, Secretary, War 
Resisters’ International headquarters in England. 
This Christian-pacifist sect, the Nazarenes, has been 
persecuted by a variety of middle-European govern- 
ments for many years, but they courageously con- 
tinue to remain faithful to their own ideology. 

Back in 1933, forty-five young Nazarenes were 
known to be in Yugoslavian prisons for refusal to 
train with weapons in the armed forces. Eighteen 
of these were in their sixth year of a seven to ten 
year sentence. Several were in Srem Mitrovica 
prison; the majority of today’s objectors are there too. 


“I have no earthly country, neither any party nor 
political leanings; I canot take up arms to kill my 
fellowmen,” said a young Yugoslav in 1936. By 
this time the name, age, number of children, prison 
address, and length of sentence (up to 16 years) 
of 251 Nazarenes had been recorded at the Head- 
quarters of the War Resisters’ International, which 
obtained some reduction of sentences through the 
good offices of the League of Nations. (In 1947 
three Jehovah’s Witnesses were sentenced to death. 
After repeated appeals, the death sentences were 
reduced to life imprisonment. The fate of these 
men is unknown.) Both the position of the govern- 
ment and that of the Nazarenes remained unchanged 
in the intervening years. 


Refugees from Yugoslavia tell us that there are 
only about two thousand adult Nazarenes left in 
Yugoslavia, in one hundred or so small communities. 
Some form part of Yugoslavia’s German-speaking 
minority; others speak Serbian. Their pacifism is of 
the milder variety, which is to say that the young 
men generally are willing to enter the army, but 
will not carry weapons. The army's need for non- 
combatant soldiers, however, does not cause the 
government to grant the slightest concession. 


Case studies are tragic and compeliing, but can- 
not be quoted in detail publicly. Mr. R. actually 
served as a non-combatant soldier for several years 
before he was sentenced, in 1946, to four years im- 
prisonment. Several others were sentenced at the 
same time, for the same offense—refusing to carry 
a rifle. After serving only a few months he was 
released, only to be called up again in 1949. This 
time he was sentenced to three years hard labor. 
Mr. R. is out again, but he is young, so his future is 
uncertain. 


About 200 young Nazarenes are in at the 
present moment, less than half of them for the first 
time. This figure was mentioned by Nazarene lead- 
ers in a recent unsuccessful petition to President 
Tito. Twenty of these 200 are serving their third 
prison sentence and at least one, a “four-time loser,” 
is well into his second decade behind bars. 


Ten year sentences predominated in the 1940's; 
six year sentences now prevail. But the length of 
sentence continues to vary widely. Some observers 
report an apparent connection between long sen- 
tences and farm ownership. Others are sure that 
those who are awkward and shy before the military 
tribunals get shorter sentences. According to this 
theory, the more eloquent and convincing the Naza- 
rene is, the more dangerous he is to the State. From 
the limited comparative material available, one con- 
cludes that the length of a second sentence has no 
connection with the length of the first. 


Apparently 27 particularly unfortunate young 
men are not with their fellow-Nazarenes in the 
wretched prisons at Srem Mitrovica or Nis. Instead, 
they are on a kind of “Devil's Island” in the Adriatic 
called “Goli otok.” It is alleged that men are being 
bound together, thrown into the open sea, and 
hauled out again half-drowned and unconscious. 
It is high time something be done for the Nazarenes, 
if this more recent report from two reputable sources 
has not been exaggerated. 


(Continued from Page 1) 


others had their bicycles loaded; and a few fortu- 
nate ones had the use of a truck to help them move 
their earthly possessions. Ed Weber spent a good 
part of the afternoon hauling people and their goods 
out of town. It was a good opportunity to do a 
special service for the people of Tobelo at a time 
when they are frightened and frantic and trans- 
portation is so hard to get.” 


All next day people continued to move out of 
town. Despite muddy trails and engine trouble, the 
truck and its undaunted driver stuck right with 
them. By nightfall only a few Chinese businessmen, 
a small troop of soldiers, and the MCC unit with 
three faithful Indonesian workers remained in the 
ghost town of Tobelo. 


On that day Anne wrote: “We don’t want to be 
foolish in staying but on the other hand we feel we 
are as well off here as anywhere else. Moving out 














presents a great problem to us, as we have so many 
supplies, medical and otherwise. Also there is so 
much in the hospital for which we are responsible 
and would hate to lose. However, after hearing 
rumors that the rebels might be here by 4 a.m. to- 
morrow, we decided we should have something defi- 
nite in mind if they did come. It so happens that 
there is a nice foxhole which the students have dug 
between us and the nearby school. Tonight after 
supper the seven of us went out in the lovely tropical 
moonlight to prepare the place for an emergency.” 


And then came Friday, May 2. Anne continues: 
“Now it has happened. The invading troops have 
come and gone. At about 5:30 a.m., while we were 
still in bed, we heard the first shot. All of us hit 
for our foxhole, and by the time Chris arrived with 
the (Yoder) baby we seemed to be hearing shots 
from all directions. In reality they were only coming 
from one side as the army here took to the woods 
without much shooting back. As we were listening 
to the bullets whizzing over our heads we were wish- 
ing we had brought a thermos of water and the nice 
fruit cake which the Yoders had received in a parcel 
some time ago. But we weren’t in there long enough 
to require either food or water. After three-quarters 
of an hour we suddenly heard Chris say ‘Ja, ja, ja,’ 
and saw him put his hands up. Looking up, we saw 
two soldiers at the mouth of the hole with their 
guns pointed down at us. They expressed surprise 
at finding people, especially white-skinned ones. On 
being assured that we were unarmed and that our 
workers were quite harmless, they told us to come 
out and not be frightened. We were led to the 
nearby school while they went off to the army and 
police barracks doing some more shooting into the 
air or grass. When they were satisfied that there 
was no one else around, we were permitted to go 
home and make breakfast. About twenty of them 





followed us, and asked us to make them tea. Then 
they sort of set up headquarters and relaxed on our 
front porch. One of them seemed to produce a 
guitar from nowhere and sang some of the latest 
American popular songs! Others played ping-pong 
or started reading some of our books. They used 
our jeep to go about the town, but in the early after- 
noon they all left for Morotai again, after thanking 
us for everything. Our hearts well up in praise at 
the way we have been protected today.” 


Dr. Hoffman reports on later developments, “After 
a stay of two days in which portraits of President 
Sukarno were torn down and the eyes methodically 
plucked out, the rebel troops issued an ultimatum of 
surrender to defending troops and policemen and 
left Tobelo, promising to return in one week. How- 
ever, Central Government troops have returned in 
the meantime and their decision is to hold the town 
if possible. The possibility of a gun battle looms 
great. Also, it is difficult to obtain food in a deserted 
town. That explains why we are presently living 
in the village of Wari, some three kilometers north 
of Tobelo. The village pastor here has very kindly 
consented to give us his home temporarily while he 
and his family stay with his parents nearby. Since 
the people will not come to Tobelo to the hospital, 
we have opened out-patient clinics at five points in 
the district surrounding the town near the displaced 
population centers.” 


By the beginning of June things were back to 
normal with the unit living again in Tobelo. Schools, 
public offices were re-opening, and most of the people 
were back in their homes. Rebel troops had not 
returned and the Central Government paratroopers 
had taken over Morotai and the surrounding rebel 
territories again. Once more Christians in the face 
of danger have shown their ability to exercise love 
which can cast out fear. 
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